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Agenda

e Welcome and introduction

* Part 1 — Overview of the Dictation task, including SSCs

* Teaching and learning for the Dictation

 How to approach the task in the exam
o Dictation mark scheme
o Part 2 — Unpacking exemplars (language specific)

o Resources, support and further training
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Today’s goals

* Ensure delegates are clear about the demands of the Dictation task, including
language-specific SSCs.

* Briefly explore teaching and learning approaches to prepare for the task.
* Consider techniques and approaches for successful transcription in the exam.

* Understand the application of the mark schemes to exemplar material (language
specific).

* Know how to access resources, on-going support and upcoming training.
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What is the dictation task?

* Students are assessed on their ability to transcribe spoken language into written
language.

e Students are rewarded for their accuracy of spelling, based on their knowledge and
understanding of the sound symbol correspondences (SSCs) listed in the
specification.

* Always the final task in the Listening paper.



Pearson

All about SSCs

What are SSCs?

* SSC = sound symbol correspondence

Where can | find them?

* Listed in Appendix 2 of the specification for each language

Why are they in the specification?

To ensure and assess that students learn the key differences between SSCs in English
and the target language. (Sounds that are the same are not in the list)
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Dictation format — FT

12

You are going to hear someone talking about music.

Sentences 1, 2 and 3: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided.
In each gap, you will write one word in French.

Example: Le groupe est excellent.

1. Ma aime la
2. Je du
3. MNon adore le

Sentences 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the
spaces provided, in French.

Example: La chanson est excellente.

(Total for Question 12 = 10 marks)

Introduction sentence explains the subject of the dictation

The example will link to the subject

Sentence 1: Two gaps — each to be filled with one word
from the vocabulary list

Sentences 2 and 3: Two gaps - one to be filled with one
word from the vocabulary list, the other to be filled with
one word from outside vocabulary list

The example will link to the subject

Sentences 4, 5 and 6: Open sentences, all words from the
vocabulary list
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Dictation format — HT

The rubric explains the subject of the dictation

The example links to the subject

Sentence 1: three gaps - two to be filled with
words from the vocabulary list, one to be filled
with one word from outside the vocabulary
list

Sentence 2: three gaps — one to be filled with a
word from the vocabulary list, two to be filled
with words from outside the vocabulary list

The example links to the subject

Sentences 3, 4, 5 and 6: Open sentences, all
words from the vocabulary list.

Sentences 5 & 6 may be longer and contain
more demanding grammatical structures

10

You are going to hear someone talking about food.

Sentences 1 and 2: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided.
In each gap you will write one word in French.

Example: J'aime les gateaux et le chocolat.

1. Le e
2. Jaime ...
| [ J Y _ 4 | . S

Sentences 3, 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the spaces
provided, in French.

Example: Les glaces de ce magasin sont delicieuses.

Total for Question 10 = 10 marks)




Dictation grammar parameters

* Foundation tier:

o present tense or the familiar conditional

o immediate future

o a future timeframe such as demain with the present tense
o use the first- or third-person singular with verbs

* Higher tier:

o present tense or the familiar conditional
o immediate future

o a future timeframe such as demain with the present tense
o use the first- or third-person singular and plural with verbs

Pearson Grammar is not assessed in the dictation.

Edexcel
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What phonics-based
activities are you using
In the classroom already

that could help
prepare students for the
Dictation?
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|deas for classroom activities

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

~

Visual supports in the classroom

Linking to corresponding English sounds
Bingo games

Pairs games

Multi-choice sheets for sound recognition

Decoding activities — recognising & reproducing / mark-up activities / decode and
explain

Chunking for longer words



Decoding & explaining in the TL (or
English)

On dit/ on prononce ... | Wesay/pronounceit...
ﬂ mes parents \ - ., B S
2. plaisant ... “mes parents” ... .. 'mes parents” ...
3. quand
4. un bon restaurant ... car/ parce que ... - because ..
5. mes vacances . i
= = ...In French ...
6. une ambulance .- en frangals
7. comment . ;
& ot ... on prononce [English | - e pronounce [b}”gffsh
- = sSoun IKe tnis: |...
\ % sound] comme ¢a: [...]
... ON ne prononce pas ;’%’e ?On’fPFONO;J}?Ce [the
. Inail consonantsy.
[les consonnes finales].
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ldeas for homework tasks

* Chunk/decode a list of words that they have been given, which could include complex
or unfamiliar words.

* Practise saying a list of words with help of audio file; record themselves, and reflect on
easiest and most difficult sounds.

* Listen to audio file of a few sounds and find words with the same sounds (from a list or
prior knowledge).

* Annotate a set of sentences to mark intonation, stresses, silent letters etc.

* Flipped learning activities to prepare for the next lesson.
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What advice could
you offer to candidates

when they are undertaking
the dictation task in the
exam?
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How students are supported in the exam

* The subject of the Dictation is given — all sentences are from that subject, and are
linked, so students already have a framework for the task.

* All off-spec words appear in the gap-fill section of the text — this supports students with
scaffolding for the off-spec words, so that they can use the words given to help them
with renditions of the words in the gaps.

* All words in the full-sentence transcription will be on-spec words from the vocabulary
list.

* There won't be repetitions of sounds / word families e.g. chanter / chanteur, apart from
small essential words like Je!
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What approaches / techniques can they use?

Be clear about how many words they need to write overall — if they have too many /
too few, something isn'’t right!

Consider / write down options where the sound could be made by different SSCs
before deciding on the most appropriate / probable.

Consider the context — speculate on the meaning of the sentence within the subject
stated and what possible words could be spoken.

Consider the word class — e.q. if it comes after le/la it's normally a noun; if it comes
after les it's a plural etc.

Check that the word is recognisable.

Check that (as far as they can tell) the sentence makes sense.
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Marking points

* Clarity — make sure the examiner can clearly read what is intended.

* Accents — make sure it is clear whether the accent is acute or grave, as flat accents
cannot be credited.

* Apostrophes — important because the words each side of an apostrophe are assessed
separately.

* Alternatives — if two or more alternatives have been left in the transcription, the
examiner will mark the first one only.

* Crossing out — if a word has been crossed out and replaced, it is the replacement word
that will be considered, even if the crossed-out word is spelled correctly.
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How Is the dictation marked?

* Students will be rewarded for each individual word spelled appropriately and which
demonstrates knowledge and understanding of Sound Symbol Correspondences
(SSCs).

* The number of rewardable words will then be given a mark on a sliding scale of
0 to 10.

* Exemplification is provided in the SAMs to help teachers see how to use the mark
scheme.



How Is the dictation marked?

Foundation tier
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Exactly 20 words to be transcribed.

Each word is assessed as rewardable or

non-rewardable

Grid to convert mark out of 20 to a mark out
of 10

Mark

Number of rewardable words

L

19-20

17-18

15-16

13-14

11-12

9-10
7-8

o-6

3-4
1-2

O = Pf | DO~ | Q| D —

0

Higher tier

Exactly 30 words to be transcribed

Each word is assessed as rewardable or

non-rewardable

Grid to convert mark out of 30 to a mark

out of 10

Mark

Number of rewardable words

—
o

28-30

25-27

22-24

19-21

16-18

13-15

10-12

7-9

4-6

1-3

O|l=|N|lw|la|lv|o|~w|o|w

0
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Rewardable words

* Words spelled exactly as in the transcript

* |n acknowledgement that many grammatical/morphological differences cannot be heard when
spoken, spellings with grammatical/morphological inaccuracies, that do not change the
pronunciation of the words, are rewarded. Examples of grammatically based spelling
inaccuracies that will be rewarded:

» deux maison instead of deux maisons
* je veut instead of je veux

* In acknowledgement that some SSCs have the same sound but different spellings, any spellings
that do not change the pronunciation of the word and where the word is still recognisable, are
rewarded. Examples of sound spellings that will be rewarded:

» Double consonants, e.g. addore instead of adore, fammille instead of famille, nouriture
instead of nourriture

« Extra letters, e.g. sceure instead of sceur
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Non-rewardable words

* Mis-spellings due to incorrect application of SSCs, even if the word looks
recognisable, e.g. violin instead of violon, frere instead of frére. If in doubt, examiners
should read the words the students have written out loud to themselves, using the
correct SSC for the written symbols, to ensure that the spelling produces the correct
sound.

* Mis-spellings which are written phonetically, and which may contain appropriate SSCs,
but which are so inaccurate that the words are unrecognisable if seen on their own in
isolation, outside the context of the sentence, eg, seur (sceur) outside the sentence Ma
seur chante bien; gatto in the sentence, Le gatto (gateau) au chocolat est bon. If in
doubt, examiners should write the word out separately and ask themselves if they
would understand the word if written in isolation.



@ Pearson

Edexcel

Application of mark

schemes to exemplar
material




Pearson
Edexcel

Foundation tier exemplar

You are going to hear someone talking about studying.

Sentences 1, 2 and 3: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided.

In each gap, you will write one word in French.

Example: Mon lycée est excellent.

1. J les
2. Je étre
3. La est

Sentences 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the
spaces provided, in French.

Example: Mon college est grand.

You are going to hear someone talking about studying.

Sentences 1, 2 and 3: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided.

In each gap you will write one word in French.

Example: Mon lycée est excellent.

1. J’adore les sciences.
2. Je voudrais étre dentiste®.
3. La biologie* est intéressante.

Sentences 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the spaces

provided, in French.

Example: Mon college est grand.

4. Je vais aller a universite.
5. Etudier colte tres cher.
6. C’est vraiment difficile.
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Foundation Tier Transcription 1

You are going to hear someone talking about studying.

2 o

(J)adore (les) science.

(Je) voudrais (étre) dentist.
(La) biologie (est) interesante.
Je vais aller a l'universitié.

Etude colte tres chere.

. C’est vraiment dificile.

Sentences 1, 2 and 3: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided.
In each gap you will write one word in French.

Example: Mon lycée est excellent.

1. J'adore les sciences.
2. Je voudrais étre dentiste®.
3. La biologie* est intéressante.

Sentences 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the spaces
provided, in French.

Example: Mon college est grand.

4. Je vais aller a universite.
5. Etudier colite tres cher.
6. C’est vraiment difficile.

What marks would
you give?
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Foundation Tier Transcription 2

You are going to hear someone talking about studying.

2 o

(J')adore (les) sionce.

(Je) voudrais (étre) donteest.
(La) biology (est) enteassant.
Je vais aller a l'universite.

Etudier coute tres shaire.

. S et vraiment difficil.

Sentences 1, 2 and 3: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided.
In each gap you will write one word in French.

Example: Mon lycée est excellent.

1. J’adore les sciences.
2. Je voudrais étre dentiste®.
3. La biologie* est intéressante.

Sentences 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the spaces
provided, in French.

Example: Mon colléege est grand.

4. Je vais aller a "universite.
5. Etudier colte tres cher.
6. C’est vraiment difficile.

What marks would
you give?
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Higher tier exemplar

You are going to hear someone talking about relationships.

Sentences 1 and 2: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided.
In each gap, you will write one word in French.

Example: Il'y a cing personnes dans ma famille.

1. Jem’ bien avec mon
et mon

2. les trois, on aime le
etle

Sentences 3, 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the
spaces provided, in French.

Example: Nous avons une vieille maison.

You are going to hear someone talking about relationships.

Sentences 1 and 2: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided.
In each gap, you will write one word in French.

Example: Il v a cing personnes dans ma famille.

1. Je m’entends bien avec mon frére et mon cousin®.
2. Tous les trois, on aime le judo® et le karaté®.

Sentences 3, 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the
spaces provided, in French.

Example: Nous avons une vieille maison.

3. J'ai une demi-sceur.

4. Mes parents sont sépares.

5. J'habite avec mon pére depuis un an.

6. Je vois souvent ma mere pendant la semaine.
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Higher Tier Transcription 1

2

(Je m’)entemdes (bien avec mon) fréré
(et mon) cousin.

Tous (les trois, on aime le) jeudo (et le)
karaté.

J'ai une demi soure.

Mes parents sont c’est paris.

J'habite avec mon péré depuis ane ans.

Je vois souvent ma méreé pendant la
semaine.

What marks would
you give?

You are going to hear someone talking about relationships.

Sentences 1 and 2: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided.
In each gap, you will write one word in French.

Example: Il v a cing personnes dans ma famille.

1. Je m’entends bien avec mon frére et mon cousin®.
2. Tous les trois, on aime le judo® et le karaté®.

Sentences 3, 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the
spaces provided, in French.

Example: Nous avons une vieille maison.

3. J'ai une demi-soeur.

4. Mes parents sont sépares.

5. J'habite avec mon pére depuis un an.

6. Je vois souvent ma mere pendant la semaine.
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Higher Tier Transcription 2

You are going to hear someone talking about relationships.

Sentences 1 and 2: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided.
In each gap, you will write one word in French.

1 ] (Je m’)etand (bien avec mon) frer (et Example: Il v a cing personnes dans ma famille.
mon) cosin.

1. Je m’entends bien avec mon frére et mon cousin®.
2. Tous les trois, on aime le judo® et le karaté®.

2. Tou (les trois, on aime le) judo (et le)
karote.

Sentences 3, 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the
spaces provided, in French.

J’'al une demi scer.

Example: Nous avons une vieille maison.

Ma pérents sant parés.

3. J'ai une demi-soeur.

4, Mes parents sont sépares.

5. J'habite avec mon pére depuis un an.

6. Je vois souvent ma mere pendant la semaine.

Jhabte aver mon pere depuis a non.

o AW

Je vais server mamer pandan la sumar.

What marks would
you give?
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Dictation Quick Quiz!

1. How many marks in total?

2. What's the breakdown for gap fill v
full sentences in FT and HT?

3. Are sentences thematically linked or
random subjects for each?

4. How many non-vocab list words are
in each the FT/HT?

5. What are the three categories for
‘rewardable’ words?



Any questions?
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GCSE resources from Pearson
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Pearson scheme of work

Pearson Pearson Edexcel’s paid-for resources, as well as resources endorsed by Pearson Edexcel, are not a pre-requisite for the delivery of Pearson Edexcel’s
Edexcel specifications. Paid-for resources may also be available from other publishers



https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/modernlanguages/new-2024-french-german-and-spanish-gcse-resources

anar

Sentence builder grids
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\What is Pearson Revise for GCSE MFL?

|

\ @ Pearson

| Revise

|
! German

\ Revision Guide

O J! Revision Guide for Revision content for the entire specification, including
P spani ' | Spanish, French and practice questions, exemplar responses and exam-focused
' | German hints and tips.
Plus:
. . « Audio for Speaking and Listening via QR code
smmmees e | £3.50 (with 50% schools' | < Quizzes for testing knowledge and vocab

CSE Pearson Edexcel GCSE
Pearson Edexcel G

French

discount) * Videos on key assessment points and grammar
| » Flashcards for self-testing of vocab
| 2 | maseaD oo e « Exam Practice Assistant for automatic writing feedback.
¥8 2= Pros and cons of technology . . . . . .
e e Revision Workbook Extensive write-in practice to complete throughout the
&= | course

£3.50 (with 50% schools'
discount) Full set of practice papers

Audio for Speaking and Listening

Pearson Revise Online Give your school access to the online Revision Guide and
subscription online revision tools for French, Spanish and German.
£195/year

Pearson
Edexcel


https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/gcse-revision/pearson-revise-for-gcse
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Online revision tools included with the Revision
G U I d e Spanish (Exam 2026)

Exam Practice Assistant Photo description writing task (Foundation only) ——

Describe the photo. Write four short sentences in Spanish. Your answer: E| chico con gafas llevas camisa rojo.

Automatic personalised marking and feedback of students’
writing, without the delays of self-marking!

Corrected answer: El chico con gafas lleva camisa roja.

Feedback:
Goo

1. The verb form should be lleva (he

* 36 exam-style Picture Description tasks (Foundation
Writing paper) with personalised, expert-guided feedback.

Sentence C

ur answer: Todos tienen libros.

You
Feedback:
Gr

eat  Wall done! This sentence corractly uses the verb 'tienen' to describe what the people in the

* 3 feedback levels to help build student confidence:
Direct, Encouraging, and Accelerate.

image are holding.

* Auto-created flashcards help target writing, grammar

and spelling gaps.
Try it all with free teacher access

Also included: . .
to Pearson Revise Online;

* Online version of Revision Guide

* Audio for Speaking and Listening via QR code https://www.pearsonschools.co.uk/
exampracticeassistant

* Quizzes for testing knowledge and vocab

* Videos on key assessment points and grammar

Pearson ® Vocab flashcards for self-testing of every word on the vocab list. Plus, students can
Edexcel create their own.


https://www.pearsonschools.co.uk/exampracticeassistant
https://www.pearsonschools.co.uk/exampracticeassistant
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Further training and resources

* Training currently available on the PD Academy:

o Conducting the Speaking Exam — live and pre-record training
o Drop-in clinics

o New to Pearson Edexcel (which replaces our GRTT training)
o Effective phonics teaching

o Unpacking the Speaking Exam / Unpacking the Writing Exam

o YouTube playlist of event recordings

* Paper 2, Listening and Understanding — Teacher Guide (guides available for all papers)

* Further exemplar material Pearson Edexcel GCSE French (2024) | Pearson qualifications



https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Languages&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_modern_languages_2024_specifications_training_playlist.html
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-2-listening-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-2-listening-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-2-listening-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-2-listening-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2024.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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Review of today’s goals

* Ensure delegates are clear about the demands of the Dictation task, including
language-specific SSCs

* Briefly explore teaching and learning approaches to prepare for the task
* Consider techniques and approaches for successful transcription in the exam

* Understand the application of the mark schemes to exemplar material (language
specific)

*  Know how to access resources, on-going support and upcoming training



Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here
to support you throughout the year.

Languages

Email: teachinglanguages@pearson.com

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535
(Mon—Fri, 9.00-17.00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor
on qualification news and support for your subject.

Rebecca Waker
Languages



https://outlook.office365.com/book/PearsonLanguagesBookings@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html

Find us on Facebook

Pearson Edexcel Facebook Page

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook for the latest
updates about our qualifications. You can also find
the latest updates from JCQ and Ofqual here too.

nRUSTNO Pearson Edexcel
Edexcel 264 likes + 396 followers

Facebook Teacher Groups

Edexcel

Pearson Edexcel

| Languages Teacher Group
| For GCSE, A level, International GCSE and
International A level Languages teachers

Be sure to also join our Pearson Edexcel
Languages teacher group on Facebook. Created to
give Languages teachers a private, professional —_—
space to have discussions. The group is managed X StemE e

by your SUbjeCt AdViSOf. Pearson Edexcel - Languages teacher

group
Click here to join the group, or scan this code I e

K members



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035
http://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcellanguages/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035

©

Pearson

Find out more

For more professional development
courses please see Pearson'’s
Professional Development Academy



https://pdacademy.pearson.com/

>< /I
Your Feedback
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an
invitation to share your thoughts about
the session. Your feedback is invaluable
to us, as it helps us tailor our
professional development materials to
better meet your needs. Please don't
hesitate to let us know what you'd like to
see more of and what areas you think
could be improved.

-




Thank you for coming!




@

Pearson
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